Conjunctival Kaposi's sarcoma in HIV-positive heterosexual Nigerian woman--a case report.
Neoplastic conditions are increasingly been encountered in HIV/AIDS patients. Till date only two cases of conjunctiva Kaposi sarcoma (KS) have been reported in the background of HIV and both in males. To present a 27-year-old African woman with histologically proven conjunctival KS and marked CD4+ cell depletion and to reinforce the fact that KS is an important differential of conjunctival tumour especially in the background of immunosupression in Africa. A 27-year-old housewife, presented to the hospital with a three-month history of a rapidly growing tumour attached to the right upper eyelid, cough and weight loss. Patient was given full workup including x-rays, HIV status determination and histological assessment. She was markedly wasted, with widespread pruritic papular skin lesion, and florid oropharyngeal candidiasis. Clinical and chest x-ray findings were suggestive of bilateral lower lobar pneumonia. Screening and confirmatory tests were positive for human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) with CD4+ lymphocyte cell count of 120 cells/ml. Histologic report of the biopsy revealed the mass to be a conjunctival KS. Patient was subsequently commenced on antibiotics and antiretroviral combination therapy. The mass had regressed in size considerably along with improvement in her clinical condition at six months review. She is still being followed up at the medical clinic. This is the first reported case of conjunctival KS in an HIV positive African woman. KS should be considered as a possible differential of conjunctiva mass, especially if the patient is HIV positive irrespective of patient's gender.